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Harold >’el3l*erg 

Rt. 12, iVadoriek, Kd. 21701 

1 1/23/75 



Hon. Maynard Jackson, foyor 
Atlanta, Georgia 

Dmt til*. Jackson, % 

You aro ;he nyvbol, not the butt, of this letter. But ple&so also understand 
that my anger and dlsappolntsont aro addressed to all black loaders who professed love 
of Dr. i'lartin Luther I£ing,Jr. ox:d cither wcra and rsiiaiaed client or used his death 
for promoting themselves. Like right now. 

»« 0 r august l lot ter to you received a five^liirj response froii Jir, Savoa. &y 
answer to him is without response. 

1 have done all the investigating of tho case that iu represented in the 
defense of Jas.** Earl Ray and have participated in the lo^al work that \uu* th* case 
back in court at Just tho tine the Current jaokaasory can hurt most. It la a matter 
of sworn moor! thl.t had it not tarn for as tho case would not have ^otUn uocU before 
the courts. Kost of the legal work has been by a young lawyer who baa yet to take his 
first ease before ,9, jury. Neither of ua has any regular Income. Not a si^le black 
has at any time lifted a finger to help. At any time, in any way. frost of All tiioae who 
ero and have bean loudest in their publicised braying th*t I last nl*ht and. atOiiu this 
morning saw on TV. 

Your pc-u.cs have eatabliuheu indepexiduntiy what 1 decided five yours ago is 
worse than worthless, yet your Commissioner of Public Safety has not seen fit to 
r&ply to uy inquiry, did his mn l^arn anything of value in the course of caking public 
fools of you, themnolves and the ontir*? black administration of Atlanta? If they did 
and if any of you has a genuine interest in solving the crime, is there anything more 
obvious that consulting with the one investigator cn the case or vithfe tho one lawyer 
doing all tho legal work? 

In all these years I have done what work uaa pou;.lblw without subsidy or Income 
I have made icany approaches to blades in whom I’d at least find bol* interest. Only one 
in public life, Longro sonan, Conyers, erpi'essed any interest. i : he bla^k caucus would 
not even talk to me when lir. Conyers aont me to its secretary. As for the others whexe 
I tri^d personally, I Dr.vrr got past tho palace bt^ird of uni'# 

I approached these various black etninnonce^ not for personal gain, which is 
impossible in a project like this [and has been financially ruinou** to me and this 
youngi lawyor) but for help on the case. Those who prayed so loudly about thslr love 
for tho martyr, whether in Memphis, Atlanta, Chicago, Bt. Louis or elsewhere, without 
exception were without response. Tim first rueult is that I, a honky witrout renna or 
even toe n-eans of lurier-oi ty transportation, wont to Memphis for investigation, which 
required access to blacks and a fcoana of getting around, r*rvfcir*>ly alon- end vheiL feelings 
ran high. It was not without danger but it was entirely without black love or help. I also 
wanted to speak to some of tho king party, based on what I learned Ir rrcy investigation 
and with tno tnougnt that they could bo witnaoses without knowing the “igaifie ancc of 
that to which they might testify. The a:>proachcu to hr. Abernathy n«ist total a dozen, 
disGtl* and tnrough members of hxa staff. Ue io but one. The ss me is trus of Jca~e Jackson, 
frrs. Liiyr’a secretary wrote that thare would be n response from hvr lasers. It n^ver 
Cuse. 1 wont to j»ew fork to see them and saw nobody. 



-* ; ' 



• T t' 



I know what soce of the euppreoued avldcuca is and have boon fighting to get it 
3inca 19^9. We are at the point of filing under 5 U.S.Co52 for it in federal district 
court in Washington a rh would have ty n«v< it iwt been for noodn of the esse. 

(Can you imagine tho cost of filing an appeal almost a thousand pagee long or the time 
it required or tbt* nature of the evidence it. includes?) I telive the now irevi ploy io 
aiilio*! acre at this than the non-aew disclosures about J. Sdgar Hoover. There io but 
one fact in them I did not publish eix yoars atTO, that Hoover is rospcjoib.lo for tie 
propaganda that* in eiiect, act Ur. Hng up. (Here is where your fcr. B&vee could be of 
ease help if you or he have the disposition.) -hat .^evj. looted time self -procotom 
have supplied Dy way of a feigned defense against th-. suit for the evidence tliafc will 
be filed tefora you can get this. J* will pr-tand to Do* to thir pressure, order a *v*w 
"inv^stlgatiou" and them claiiu the law-^nforc*flu?!it purpose exemption ci the act. 

iuVi uhvd uhO tVw Ctl uit l^wiVu , without incouiu , will hu'^ii this advled burden to 
bear and, soachow, to try to overcome. TIic evidence hno a bettor ehnnee of staying 
supine e.t.5i # the cr:Uo unsolved* 

I do not believe- or su .^st that you control the black lendsrahiv or ttet 
alone you can promt all this public indecency. But X do fcwliuve tnafc with the 
willingness you c*tfi help. To this point tfrn reoora shows unwillingness. % lit tarn 
of the pavt ahouia hove had raor« and other response. 

lou, Hr# Hnvea a; id ath*>xa who B&Vo wakau thw tt&e fox thu cheap publicity Bright 
toko a little tiae to loarn oorrc fact, iiere or there. If you, any of you, give a diaan 
about tlw iaan for I hod such great aduiratiou or for nauring au of fort to end vnoes 
kinds of tragedies or undiag ofiioial conniption in co.mectlan with all of tiioa. 

Difficult aa it was for re to travel before it Io ^.oro so now. I have phlebitis. 
But when them is .Airpoao I travel. :iy lecture*- bureau arrangod a debate with David Selin 
for a week a ;o Uedneaday at txtito. Vanderbilt University in Haishvllle. By tluit woekond 
he had changed a l;?-ywnx)ld position to whit I had font anked afcu then forced on liiu. 
Bolin ia Ford* a iLsn# You aay *iav« noticed the change in Ford’s position. (Bolin just 
finished wy new boo* and t he n rmi* evidence in it.) This ia not the ldlnd of speech 
that can compete with the paranoia all the ripoff artists of both colors am so well 
pula to deliver swl imforve nobody and it rAtfrl cost v& the bookings of vld.au tide wan 
the first. But is ii: the way x work and in this esse it paid the expenses of wpandJUig 
soma tifiu with iiay, wV*> i.» in Rjudxville. By tlju « it vau oWr I xi^rd help 

bnto and off tlie plane. But if a purpose is to be nerved, I resain prepared, il % you 
have tbs ajJLrhtont intcrert in"bolplna* sclv^ V:* cr.ino, which 1 believe cmn be dcac 
through the Tbsy defense only today. 

1 regret that thiw public indecency and deeecretation of or. ccauory ^ay 

interfero wit ay continuing citox’ts ^0 force out of FBI files what mni&ius hidden in 
tiioa. It Knows ue welx. Xv rocentiy certified to a feuerui coiurt, for all the world aa 
thougii it wort- on answer to my ciliary ^ proven j of FBI perjury that 1 could <aake /*r.d throve 
each charts ac iniiiiitiia bocauuc 1 Know ^oro about thw JFK. aeaaaaination tlmn au?/onc 
in the FBI. l regret also tnat ana Roli-promotin#* bleaks hr.vs not only 

not helped but at every crucial point have refused to or have hurt. 

I an pi-oparou to share wiu*t I kuow tiiat I can with any of aincorc in threat and 
willin^pes- to help but not without prior evidence of goed faith end tioao meaningful 
dei^onotrution of gen«jdnoneB?. If yo*.i car.o to WaoMngtcn T sn on hour nvsy. I csLn’t get 
to Atlanta unloGo sore group boohs an appo prance. And I will not trdJ; to any who can 
not keep confirmees. The potentir.l coaccquenceu mr. too n riauo. 

Sinccmly, 



Hy apo, ogles for the tyiing errors. B*-clci Uoiaborg 

The amount of work I can do daily is limited. 

That under those audical conditions I write you at all I hops yiu will take as e^riouaiiess. 



